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two persons is meant; and in a few cases syntax and meaning are far 
from clear, as, "He, therefore, has this canal reopened", etc. (I. 125). 
Here and in the following pages the use of the historical present is 
distasteful. In a line from the Iliad (II. 445), the Homeric society is 
made fashionable by "excellent dancers at the balls" ^opoiTUTzi^aiv). 
Apart from a few such blemishes, the version is clear and readable, 
and conveys the life and eloquence which must have belonged to the 
original. 

Negri accepts as genuine the letters to Iamblichus, discrediting for 
their sake the report of Eunapius that Iamblichus died before the end 
of Constantine's reign. But quite apart from the datum in Eunapius, it 
is impossible to think of Iamblichus as living when Julian was a 
Neoplatonist. It is his habit to refer to Iamblichus as if he were simply 
a literary source. In a note Negri consents, if the substantial genuine- 
ness is conceded, to suppose the letters as intended for another teacher, 
but wrongly addressed and interpolated by a copyist. If any motive 
could be seen for the harmless interpolations, the hypothesis would be 
acceptable. In view of the fact that the style, whether suggestive of 
Julian or not, is the style of a rhetorical school, it is safer to suppose 
that they are really letters to Iamblichus from an earlier pen than 
Julian's. 

Francis A. Christie. 
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The Life of St. Patrick and his Place in History. By J. B. Bury. 

(London : Macmillan and Company ; New York : The Macmillan 

Company. 1905. Pp. xv, 404.) 

There are few historical figures about whom more diverse opinions 
have been held than about Saint Patrick. By some writers his exist- 
ence has been denied altogether or explained away as Celtic mythology ; 
by others his reputed labors have been divided among several men who 
bore the same name. One party has sought to limit and minimize the 
importance of his work, while another has stoutly defended his tradi- 
tional position as the founder and organizer of Irish Christianity. 
Catholics and Protestants have found cause of controversy with regard 
to his relations to the Roman see. Much learning has been applied to 
the discussion of these questions, and a large body of information on 
the subject has been brought together by successive scholars. But a 
thorough analysis and comparison of the ultimate sources is a matter of 
very recent years, and in fact Professor Bury himself is the first scholar 
to attempt in any satisfactory fashion to account step by step for each 
of the Patrician documents and to show their relation one to another. 
In a series of essays contributed to the English Historical Review for 
1902, Hermathena vol. XXVIIL, the Proceedings of the Royal Irish 
Academy for 1903, and the Transactions of the Royal Irish Academy 
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for the same year, he laid the foundation of his biography, and its com- 
pletion has been facilitated by the Reverend N. J. D. White's critical 
editions of Patrick's Confessio and the Letter to Coroticus, and by the 
Reverend Professor Gwynn's diplomatic edition of the Book of Armagh. 

The necessary limits of this review do not permit any extended re- 
capitulation of Professor Bury's conclusions. His views with regard to 
the documents are conveniently summarized in his first appendix. With 
regard to Saint Patrick's much-disputed career, it is sufficient to say 
that the general result of the present study is to support the traditional 
view— what may be called the Roman Catholic view — of Patrick's work 
and of his relation to Rome. In the light of Professor Bury's analysis 
of the sources it is extremely difficult to defend a theory like that 
advanced by Professor Heinrich Zimmer in 1901 (Realencyklopadie fur 
protestantische Theologie und Kirche, X. 204 et seqq., translated by 
Miss A. Meyer, The Celtic Church in Britain and Ireland, and pub- 
lished by Nutt, London, 1902), which holds Patrick to have been an 
unimportant and unsuccessful missionary in a limited field, and which 
would explain the usual account of his career as a fiction of the Ro- 
manizing party in Ireland in the seventh century. Professor Bury's 
attack upon this hypothesis must be regarded as successful. Whether 
the details of his own reconstruction of Patrick's biography will all stand 
a similarly searching criticism remains to be seen. He fully recognizes 
the problematic character of a large portion of it (see p. viii of his 
preface). But his method can without hesitation be said to be sound, 
and his mind singularly unbiassed. His mastery of the evidence, both in 
Latin and in Irish, is also unquestionable. In the interpretation of 
documents which are obviously in considerable part legendary, there is 
bound to be room for difference of opinion, even if complete agreement 
has been reached concerning the nature and mutual relations of the 
writings. Thus Professor Bury speaks on p. 82 of the " vain method of 
retaining as historical what is not miraculous ". But it might be urged 
that he comes near practising this method himself on p. 158 when he 
preserves the moral meaning of a supernatural tale, though rejecting 
the truth of the narrative. 

In addition to the central problems with which Professor Bury deals, 
his book contains many observations and suggestions of value to students 
both of church history and of early Celtic institutions. Special atten- 
tion, by way of example, may be called to his remarks on the " Senchus 
Mor" (pp. 355-357), his characterization of the reign of King Loegaire 
(pp. 95 et seqq., 353-355), and his suggestions with regard to the history 
of the Celtic tonsure (pp. 239 et seqq.). 

In the general plan of the book, it appears from the preface (p. viii), 
Professor Bury has undertaken to exemplify his theory of historical nar- 
rative—to make " an effort in the art of historiography ". The body of 
the work is cast in the form of a literary biography, and the narrative is 
burdened as little as possible with learned discussions. Critical and 
illustrative material is rigidly banished to the appendixes, which are 
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approximately equal in extent to the text. By this method the author 
is able to tell a straightforward story with very little digression or con- 
fusion. The style, too, though rather compact and severe, is lucid and 
readable. 

F. N. Robinson. 



Gregory the Great: His Place in History and Thought. By F. 

Homes Dudden, B.D., Fellow of Lincoln College, Oxford. 
(London and New York: Longmans, Green, and Company. 
1905. Two vols., pp. xvii, 476; 473.) 

The English have not been ungrateful to their apostle. It was they 
who first hailed him as a saint and gave his festival a place in their 
calendar. It was an English monk of Whitby who in the early seventh 
century wrote that first life of him which Paul Ewald has unearthed 
and Abbot Gasquet published. A greater Northumbrian scholar, Bede, 
insured his place in English history by the learning and the charm with 
which he recounted the great pope's part in the christianization of Eng- 
land; and the noblest of English kings not only gave this story to his 
people in their own tongue, but enriched their literature and their 
life with the teachings of Gregory himself. Even the religious revolt 
of the sixteenth century seems to have left their loyalty unshaken. The 
very sneer of Gibbon loses half its venom as he pictures the prelate 
whose vision took in far Britain; and in our own critical day, which 
has seen the revision of so many verdicts, English historians of the 
Middle Ages, from the Anglican Milman to the Quaker Hodgkin, have 
not less than their Catholic countrymen loved to linger over " Gregory, 
best and greatest in the long line of pontiffs ". 

Yet till now English scholarship has devoted to him no worthy mono- 
graph. A decade ago Mr. Hodgkin, in his brilliant chapter on the 
correspondence of Gregory, declared that for an adequate description 
two volumes like his own would not more than suffice. Whether or no 
this was the suggestion to Mr. Dudden of his task — and his debt to the 
Quaker historian is everywhere apparent — it is a work of precisely this 
bulk which he now gives us. The book is a monument of that patient 
scholarship we have learned to expect from the leisure of the English 
universities. It would not be easy to find in it anything new in conclu- 
sion or startling in arrangement. It shows neither the critical subtlety 
of Ewald nor the genial human insight of Hodgkin. But it rests every- 
where sanely and safely on a personal study of the sources, guided and 
corrected by a wide knowledge of the researches of modern scholars. 

Just how complete, indeed, is Mr. Dudden's acquaintance with the 
almost oppressive wealth of modern research in his field is matter for 
inference only. His preface, which discusses with care the original 
authorities, is content to name only the most directly pertinent of the 
recent literature ; and in his foot-notes he has, " save in a very few cases, 
deliberately refrained, through considerations of space, from referring 
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